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ANOTHER  GREY  HAIR! 


As  we  write  these  few  words,  we  are  confronted  with  our  annual 
moment  of  truth — next  year’s  Red  Rook  coin  values. 

This  is  the  sixteenth  time  we  have  attacked  the  problem  of  “pricing” 
the  new  edition,  and  each  time  we  have  the  same  misgivings.  We  ask  our¬ 
selves:  “Can  we  hit  the  mark  on  every  coin  value  in  the  book?”  Of 
course  we  never  have  come  up  with  the  perfect  projection  of  values 
and  probably  never  will.  We  just  try  to  do  better  each  year. 

Several  factors  have  entered  our  program  this  year  which  will  be  a 
great  help  to  us  and  should  bring  our  efforts  considerably  closer  to  per¬ 
fection. 

The  first  is  purely  an  internal  one  and  concerns  the  technical  handling 
of  price  contributions  from  dealers  and  collectors  who  were  carefully 
selected  for  this  year’s  panel.  Briefly,  the  master  sheet  system  has  been 
expanded  and  simplified. 

The  recent  survey  mailed  to  4,500  collectors,  geographically  selected, 
gave  us  a  wealth  of  suggestions  and  opinions  that  will  guide  us  more 
clearly  than  anything  we  have  done  heretofore  to  improve  the  Red  Book. 
Here  are  a  few  changes  you  can  look  for  in  the  sixteenth  edition: 

More  condition  columns. 

Mint  figures  adjacent  to  the  dates. 

Brief  grading  guides  preceding  each  coin  type. 

Explanatory  matter  concerning  mint  marks  and  proofs  moved  to  the 
front  of  the  book. 

And  several  other  minor  improvements  sure  to  please  a  majority 
of  the  readers. 

Finally,  we  attended  two  important  regional  conventions  in  January 
and  February  for  the  sole  purpose'  of  making  last-minute  checks  on  coin 
trends.  We  had  personal  interviews  with  dozens  of  experts  who  freely 
gave  their  mature  opinions  on  every  phase  of  the  United  States  coin 
market. 

The  data  is  piled  in  front  of  us.  We  promise  to  do  our  level  best  to 
come  up  with  the  correct  answers. 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 
COVERED  BY  FULDS 


Those  of  you  who  have  an  interest 
in  numismatics  arc  well  aware  of  the 
pioneer  work  that  the  father  and  son 
team  of  George  and  Melvin  Fulcl  have 
done  in  the  field  of  Civil  War  Tokens. 
These  tokens,  which  were  issued  by  var¬ 
ious  private  sources  during  the  Civil 
War  and  used  to  alleviate  a  shortage  of 
small  change,  arc  generally  broken 
down  into  two  categories.  Patriotic  Civil 
War  Tokens,  which  arc  thoroughly  cov¬ 
ered  in  the  Fuld  book  by  that  title,  and 
Store  Cards  or  Merchants’  advertising 
tokens,  which  arc  now  the  subject  of 
their  latest  book. 

There  are  over  10.000  varieties  of 
these  tokens  altogether,  and  by  some 
Herculean  effort,  the  Folds  have  man¬ 
aged  to  make  an  orderly  listing  out  of 
what  heretofore  has  been  near  chaos. 
The  new  book,  which  is  called  A 
GUIDE  TO  CIVIL  WAR  STORE 
CARDS,  offers  a  complete  list  by  cities 
and  states  of  all  of  the  issuers  of  these 
tradesmen’s  tokens.  All  known  die  varie¬ 
ties  are  covered  and  the  metal  in  which 
they  occur  is  listed  along  with  the  rarity 
and  value  of  each  type.  The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  different  pieces  made  by  each 
issuer  is  aLso  included  in  this  thorough 
coverage. 

This  is  the  most  complete  book  of  its 
kind  on  the  market  today.  It  contains 
interesting  up-to-date  information  that 
has  never  before  been  published.  T  his 
important  phase  of  American  numis¬ 
matics  has  long  needed  a  handy  catalog, 
and  this  book  is  lx>und  to  be  a  “lx-st 
seller,”  especially  during  the  Civil  War 
Centennial  celebration. 

This  new  book  is  part  of  the  dollar 
Coin  Reference  Series  and  an  ideal  com¬ 
panion  book  to  Patriotic  Civil  W'ar 
Tokens  and  Confederate  States  Paper 
Money.  Various  major  types  arc  illus¬ 
trated  throughout  the  book  and  a  handy 
alphabetical  index  is  included  so  that  all 
coins  may  be  readily  identified.  Stock 
number  of  this  item  is  No.  9357. 


The  newest  coin  collector’s  accessory 
from  WHITMAN  is  a  vinyl  envelope 
designed  for  use  with  standard  2x2 
kraft  envelopes  or  the  new  COIN¬ 
SERT  pages.  These  COIN-VU  enve¬ 
lopes  are  made  of  the  highest  quality 
virgin  polished  vinyl,  and  although  this 
product  is  new  from  WHITMAN,  a 
similar  item  has  been  on  the  market  for 
years  and  it  has  proven  to  be  popular 
with  coin  collectors. 

These  COIN-VU  envelopes  arc  elec¬ 
tronically  sealed  along  the  edge  to 
give  a  neat  permanent  seal  which  elimi¬ 
nates  all  scams  and  makes  them  com¬ 
pletely  clear.  The  soft,  pliable  vinyl 
gives  protection  against  abrasions  and 
keeps  air  and  moisture  out.  Vinyl  plastic 
will  not  harm  coins  and  will  not  become 
brittle  or  crack  with  age.  The  extra  long 
flap  folds  down  to  keep  coins  from  fall¬ 
ing  out.  COIN-VU  envelopes  make  a 
perfect  liner  for  standard  2x2  paper 
envelopes  or  the  vinyl  COIN-SERT 


pages  recently  added  to  the  line. 

These  envelopes  arc  available,  bulk- 
packed,  in  units  of  504.  The  envelopes 
are  not  packed  loose  but  are  in  conven¬ 
ient  strips,  24  to  the  strip.  There  are 
21  such  strips  (total  504  single  enve¬ 
lopes)  to  the  unit  pack.  Each  envelope 
may  be  easily  snapped  out  with  slight 
finger  pressure  leaving  the  unused  por¬ 
tion  in  a  neat  easy-to-store  strip.  The 
suggested  retail  price  is  $.02  each. 

Many  jobbers  sell  to  self-service  type 
stores.  For  convenience  in  merchandis¬ 
ing  the  COIN-VU  envelopes  in  that 
type  of  outlet,  we  have  made  up  pre¬ 
packed  COIN-VUS.  There  is  a  strip  of 
24  single  envelopes  in  each  bag  which 
comes  complete  with  a  header,  hold- 
punched  for  pegboard  display  and  space 
for  the  dealer  to  indicate  his  price.  The 
self-service  bags  come  in  standard  car¬ 
tons  of  100  bags  (total  2,400  single 
envelopes).  The  suggested  retail  price  of 
the  bag  of  24  is  $.49. 


COMING  SOON 
CM  ARK  ^ 

YOUR  CALENDAR  M 

The  following  items  are  scheduled  for 
immediate  release  and  will  be  available 
through  your  local  jobber  about  the 
time  that  you  receive  this  issue  of  the 
Merchandiser. 

PAGEANT  OF  WORLD  COMMEM¬ 
ORATIVE  COINS,  by  Thomas  W. 

Becker. 

THE  FANTASTIC  1804  DOLLAR, 
by  Eric  Newman  and  Kenneth  Bressett. 

A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  ENGLISH 
COINS,  by  Ken  Bressett. 

“A  Guide  Book  of  Mexican  Decimal 
Coins”  by  T.  V.  Buttrey — we  arc  still 
hard  at  work  on  this  book  and  feel 
that  it  will  eventually  be  one  of  the 
more  important  books  in  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  line.  Plans  call  for  this  to  be 
ready  by  late  1962. 

“Commemorative  United  States  Coins” 
by  Arlie  Slabaugh — The  concluding 
chapters  of  this  article  have  appeared 
in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine.  It  will  soon  be  published  as  a 
144  page  hard  cover  reference  book. 
“Misstruck  Coins”  by  Charles  Schcr- 
merhorn — New  government  regula- 
lions  concerning  mint  error  coins  will 
soon  be  available  for  inclusion  in 
this  book.  Look  for  this  late  in  1962. 


NEW  BUBBLE  PACK  MERCHANDISE  READY 


The  latest  innovation  in  WHIT¬ 
MAN’S  merchandising  aid  program  is 
an  assortment  of  plastic  bubble  packed 
cards  containing  various  combinations 
of  standard  coin  tubes.  These  cards  con¬ 
tain  five  coin  tubes  of  any  one  denomi¬ 
nation  and  one  card  contains  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  all  five  different  sized  tubes. 

In  addition  to  these,  we  also  have 
cards  containing  an  assortment  of  the 
three  different  sizes  of  cellophane  or 
polyethylene  envelopes.  These  cards 
have  special  snap-open  doors  on  the 
back  to  allow  the  collector  to  remove 
whatever  is  needed  and  then  rcclosc  the 
package  and  use  it  for  storage. 

Test  marketing  of  this  product  has 
proved  the  point  that  dealers  welcome  a 
pre-packaged  item  such  as  this,  and  that 
these  items  find  quick  sales  when  they 
are  prominently  displayed  in  a  store. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  customers 
react  to  impulse  buying  when  a  handy 
item  such  as  this  is  displayed  where  it 
can  easily  be  picked  up. 

Coin  tubes  and  coin  envelopes  arc 
some  of  the  coin  supply  items  that  are 
constantly  being  used  outside  of  the  coin 
collecting  field.  Many  hobbyists  have 


found  uses  for  these  items  and  the  tubes 
are  generally  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
handiest  items  to  have  around  the  house 
for  storing  small  parts  of  all  descrip¬ 
tions.  Amazing  quantities  of  these  items 
have  been  sold  in  grocery  stores,  drug 
stores,  hardware  stores,  dime  stores  and 
various  shops  where  you  wouldn’t  ordi¬ 
narily  think  of  placing  coin  supply  mer¬ 
chandise. 

These  new  hanging  type  bubble 
packed  cards  are  a  perfect  combination 
for  the  spindle  display  rack  described 
elsewhere  in  this  issue,  or  they  may  be 
used  with  existing  pegboard  type  dis¬ 
played. 

Following  this  trend,  we  arc  also  now 
furnishing  bags  and  headers  for  these 
same  items  so  that  dealers  can  make 
up  their  own  arrangements.  Smartly 
printed  headers  advertise  the  fact  that 
you  arc  selling  WHITMAN  polyethy¬ 
lene  or  cellophane  envelopes  in  all  the 
different  sizes,  and  the  No.  9700  blue 
tag  may  be  used  for  any  assortment  of 
coin  tubes  that  you  care  to  make.  More 
information  about  obtaining  the  poly¬ 
ethylene  bags  (No.  9261)  and  these 
headers  may  be  obtained  from  your 


local  jobber  source.  The  price  is  nominal 
and  the  convenience  of  using  these 
printed  headers  will  make  them  wel¬ 
come  by  many  dealers. 


1 


A  total  of  16  new  titles  has  just 
been  added  to  the  poular  Bookshelf  line 
of  coin  holders.  These  albums  have  been 
listed  on  the  new  order  blank  for  some 
time  now  and  at  last  all  of  them  arc  in 
stock  and  ready  for  shipment. 

Each  of  these  titles  has  been  selected 
on  the  basis  of  current  popularity  and 
collecting  trends,  and  we  feel  that  they 
will  all  be  welcomed  by  collectors  and 
become  fast  sellers. 

The  new  titles  in  the  Bookshelf  line 
are  as  follows: 

9411  3  pages  Liberty  Seated  Half 

Dimes  (1837-1873) 

9437  4  pages  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
(1837-1891) 

9439  3  pages  Liberty  Seated  Quarters 
(1838-1865) 

9440  3  pages  Liberty  Seated  Quarters 
(1866-1891) 

9415  4  pages  Bust  Type  Half  Dollars 
(1807-1839) 

9447  4  pages  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dol¬ 
lars  ( 1 839- 1 863 ) 

9448  4  pages  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dol¬ 
lars  ( 1 864- 18911 

9426  3  pages  Trade  Dollars  (1873- 
1883) 

9453  2  pages  U.  S.  Gold  Types  $1.00 
through  $20.00 


9455  4  pages  Tokens  (64  openings) 

9456  4  pages  Medals  (36  openings) 
9454  4  pages  Crowns  of  the  World 

(36  openings) 

9515  4  pages  Canadian  Mint  Set 
(Mint  Sealed) 

9514  2  pages  Newfoundland  Type  Set. 
Ccnts-Half  Dollars 

9516  4  pages  Great  Britain  Types — 
Minor  (1902- Date) 

9517  4  pages  Great  Britain  Types — 
Silver  (1902-Date) 

Be  sure  to  order  a  supply  of  these  new 
albums  from  your  jobber.  They  arc 
bound  to  be  in  demand  by  collectors. 

WE’RE  PROUD  OF 
THE  VINYL  BINDERS 

When  the  decision  was  made  to  add 
the  Vinyl  Coin-Scrt  pages  to  the 
WHITMAN  line  we  had  to  also  decide 
whether  or  not  to  add  a  binder  to  go 


along  with  them.  All  of  the  existing 
binders  on  the  market  were  examined 
and  the  results  of  this  testing  indicated 
that  what  was  needed  was  something 
better  than  average  but  at  a  price  com¬ 
parable  to  the  standard  ring  binders 
already  on  the  market. 

With  this  in  mind,  we  have  had  a 
special  custom-made  album  fashioned  to 
meet  our  specifications.  The  binders 
LOOK  like  others  available  at  any 
stationery  store,  but  that  is  where  the 
similarity  ends.  Here  arc  some  of  the 
HIDDEN  features  that  we  feel  make 
the  WHITMAN  binders  better  than  all 
of  the  others: 

The  basic  covers  are  made  of  120 
point  chip  board  for  extra  sturdy  con¬ 
struction.  This  is  covered  with  14  point 
virgin  vinyl  plastic — just  about  the 
thickest  and  most  rugged,  yet  pliable, 
plastics  used  today.  The  ring  binder's  arc 
a  full  1J4"  in  diameter  to  allow  for  a 
maximum  number  of  pages  in  the 
album. 

The  outside  dimensions,  too,  are 
slightly  larger  than  other  ‘standard’  ring 
binders  to  assure  plenty  of  room  for  the 
Coin-Sert  pages.  A  clear  vinyl  window 
on  the  back  edge  of  the  binder  is  an¬ 
other  added  feature  that  gives  the  col¬ 
lector  a  convenient  space  to  identify 
each  album. 

While  many  other  binders  on  the 
market  sell  for  slightly  less  than  the 
$2.00  WHITMAN  album,  one  must 
bear  in  mind  that  they  arc  designed  for 
a  different  purpose  and  we  point  with 
pride  to  the  fact  that  the  WHITMAN 
binder  is  constructed  for  a  specific  pur¬ 
pose — to  hold  Coin-Scrt  pages  full  of 
heavy  coins  and  we  feel  that  they  fill 
the  bill  perfectly. 


A  GUIDE 
BOOK  OF 
ENGLISH 
COINS 


In  keeping  with  the  WHITMAN 
tradition  of  leading  in  the  field  of  coin 
price  catalogs,  WHITMAN  has  re¬ 
leased  a  book  covering  modem  English 
coins.  This  book  has  been  written  in  the 
style  of  A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  U.  $. 
COINS  and  the  STANDARD  CATA¬ 
LOGUE  OF  CANADIAN  COINS, 
TOKENS  AND  PAPER  MONEY.  It 
is  written  with  the  American  Collector 
in  mind  and  gives  prices  in  U.  S.  dollars 
and  cents. 

The  catalogue  has  been  written  by 


Kenneth  E.  Bressett  and  covers  all  of 
the  English  coins  from  1797  to  date. 
Explanatory  notes  and  up-to-date  prices 
are  given  for  every  date  and  major 
variety.  All  mint  records  and  pertinent 
data  arc  included  to  make  this  book  as 
easy  to  use  as  the  U.  S.  or  Canadian 
catalogues. 

A  growing  interest  in  the  hobby  of 
collecting  British  coins  by  dates  has 
prompted  the  publication  of  this  cata¬ 
logue.  A  similar  book  was  privately 
printed  in  1960  by  Thomas  E.  Mowery, 
and  although  it  was  little  more  than  a 
price  list  of  dates,  it  did  serve  the  needs 
of  collectors  for  a  guide  to  a  hitherto 
unexplored  scries. 

The  Mowery  catalogue  has  served  as 
a  forerunner  to  this  book.  It  pointed  the 
way  to  what  collectors  needed  in  the 
way  of  a  comprehensive  listing,  and  with 
his  assistance,  this  book  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  rewritten  and  revised  with  the 
American  collector  in  mind.  Because  of 
the  pioneer  work  done  by  Mr.  Mowery, 
we  have  recognized  his  book  as  the  first 


edition,  and  this  1962-63  edition  will  be 
called  the  second  edition  of  A  GLTIDE 
BOOK  OF  ENGLISH  COINS 

In  keeping  with  other  WHITMAN 
coin  catalogues,  each  type  of  coin  is 
illustrated  and  discussed  prior  to  the 
listings  covering  dates  and  values.  Coins 
are  grou|X'd  according  to  denomination 
from  the  smallest  to  the  largest. 

Collectors  of  English  coins  will  find 
this  catalog  a  handy  source  of  casy-to- 
find  information  and  an  accurate  guide 
to  present-day  values.  The  casual  in¬ 
quirer,  too,  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
locating  coins  in  this  book  and  learning 
all  he  wants  to  know  about  them. 

Careful  type  selection  and  styling 
has  given  this  l>ook  a  refreshingly  new 
appearance  that  makes  it  a  pleasure  to 
read.  It  is  bound  with  a  hard  library 
cover  of  soil  resistant  kivar.  It  has  a 
total  of  128  pages  and  is  similar  in  size 
and  appearance  to  the  WHITMAN 
HANDBOOK  and  Canadian  Cata¬ 
logue.  This  new  English  catalogue  will 
retail  for  $1.00. 


THREE  NEW  COUNTER  DISPLAYS  AVAILABLE 


Three  new  counter  display  units  have 
been  added  to  the  WHITMAN  mer¬ 
chandising  aids  that  will  help  you  in¬ 
crease  your  over-the-counter  sales  of 
popular  WHITMAN  coin  supply  items. 

The  first  of  these  is  a  metal  stand  de¬ 
signed  to  hold  an  assortment  of  the  new 
bubble  packed  coin  tubes  and  cello¬ 
phane  or  polyethylene  coin  envelopes. 
This  three  tier  revolving  rack  stands  33 
inches  high  and  is  12  inches  wide  at  the 
base.  Its  triangular  shape  gives  a  total 
of  nine  spindles  (three  on  each  side) 
and  allows  a  maximum  amount  of  mer¬ 
chandise  to  be  displayed  in  a  minimum 
amount  of  counter  space.  The  price  of 
this  rack  is  $2.75  each. 

The  distribution  of  this  new  rack  will 
be  handled  exactly  like  the  other  metal 
racks  that  have  been  available  for  the 
past  year.  Dealers  should  request  them 


through  their  jobbers.  Jobbers  will 
obtain  them  directly  from  the  manu¬ 
facturer,  Eldon  Manufacturing  and  En¬ 
gineering  Co.,  6547  West  State  Street, 
Milwaukee  13,  Wisconsin. 

The  second  new  counter  display  unit 
is  constructed  of  heavy  chipboard  and 
stands  1 8  inches  high,  8  inches  deep  and 
19  inches  wide.  It  will  hold  a  total  of  72 
of  the  popular  35^  coin  folders  or  an 
equivalent  number  of  any  of  the 
WHITMAN  coin  reference  books.  Be¬ 
cause  of  its  compact  size,  it  will  fit  on 
almost  any  store  counter  and  its  at¬ 
tractive  printing  should  make  it  a  real 
eye-catcher. 

These  display  units  are  available 
without  charge  from  your  present  jobber 
source.  Do  not  order  them  directly 
through  this  office,  since  we  arc 
equipped  only  to  send  them  to  jobbers. 


lave  a  Hobby...  &  ,T  , 
COLLECT  COINS  fW^4 


roioffts 


The  third  new  counter  display  item 
has  been  cleverly  designed  to  serve  as  a 
packing  carton  for  one  dozen  of  the  40$* 
U.  S.  and  Canadian  Cheek  List  Books. 
All  future  shipments  of  this  item  (No. 
9091)  will  lx*  packed  in  this  unit  which 
may  be  opened  along  dotted  lines  and 
used  as  an  attractive  display  counter 
unit.  The  back  of  this  carton  has  an 
easel  to  prevent  it  from  falling  over.  A 
handy  box  of  these  on  your  counter  shelf 
will  assure  you  of  many  quick  sales  from 
collectors  who  otherwise  might  by-pass 
this  item.  Almost  every  collector  can  tise 
this  handy  Check  List.  If  he  secs  them 
on  your  shelf,  he  is  bound  to  pick  one 
up  and  buy  it  on  impulse. 
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